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himself had' made. He also wrote on agriculture,
on fortification, and natural history^ on which
latter subject he even delivered lectures to a
limited number of persons. He waged war against
astrology, alchemy, witchcraft, and like impos-
tures. This stirred up against him many enemiess
who pointed the finger at him as a heretic, and
he was again arrested for his religion and im-
prisoned in the Bastille. He was now an old man
of seventy-eight, trembling on the verge of the
grave, but his spirit was as brave as ever. He
was threatened with death unless he recanted;
but he was as obstinate in holding to his religion
as he had been in hunting out the secret of the
enamel. The king, Henry III, even went to see
turn in prison to induce him to abjure his faith*
"My good man," said the king, "you have now
served my mother and myself for forty-five years.
We have put up with your adhering to your re-
ligion amidst fires and massacres: now I am so
pressed by the Guise party, as well as by my own
people, that I am constrained to leave you in the
hands of your enemies, and to-morrow you will
be burnt unless you become converted.'1 "Sire/*
answered the unconquerable old man, "I am ready
to give my life for the glory of God. You have
said many times that you have pity on me; and
now I have pity on you, who have pronounced
the words / am constrained! It is not spoken like
a king; it is what you, and those who constrain